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MB&F:

Reaching out to the unknown
talent out there

Maximilian Biisser, Founder of MB&F (Maximilian Biisser & Friends) remains
committed to his goal of introducing to the world highly innovative horological
machines that defy the imagination, beginning with the Horological Machine
N°1, as Arnold Pinto discovers in an exclusive interview in Geneva with the
horological passion-driven creator

aximilian Biisser, Founder of
MB&F (Maximilian Biisser &

Friends) has what it takes to
leave his mark on the Haute Horological
map of the 21st century - along with his 19
Friends. As 2007 unfolds, Biisser goes on
record:

What does MB&F represent?

We [all the 20 members of MB&F,
including Biisser] do not consider MB&F to
be a brand, but rather, a concept watch
label. By label, | mean we are an anti-DNA
entity. We want to have the luxury of creat-
ing, every year, one product that does not
have a DNA link to any other one.

What has been the initial response to
the Horological Machine N°'1?

The response, from those who have held
it, has been overwhelming, and is better
than | expected, because the Horological
Machine N'1 [of which 30 pieces are being
made] is such a polarising product - people
either hate it or love it. It has such a strong
character to it that | did not expect the
majority of people to appreciate it.

You may not want to wear such a watch,
but when you have it in your hands and you
see and feel the whole concept, the finish
and the structure, it is an overwhelming
experience, for sure.

We are currently in various production
stages, with the prototypes working for
seven months now. It is taking a little longer
to finish the 376 hand-finished parts in the
movement than we had initially expected.
We hope to finish the first pieces by March
2007. We will deliver all the 30 watches
between April and December 2007,

How has the Middle East responded
to the Horological Machine N'1?

As of today, we only have six retail part-
ners in the world. Two of them - Ahmed
Seddigi & Sons in Dubai and Ghadah
Jewellery in Kuwait - were the first retailers

in the world to commit to the Horological
Machine N'1 based only on the designs that
| presented to them. Since we have not
started delivering the product, we will get
the response only later.

Why did you choose to go down such
a complicated horological path?

| have clearly chosen a very high-risk
business model. This is because MB&F is
my dream company that | imagined five
years ago as a company where all | do is
create fantastic products by working with
people | appreciate and with total freedom
to do what we want.

| slowly fell in love with my dream com-
pany and | decided to make it come true. Of
course, financially, it is the worst possible
scenario to choose because the risks,
including financial, are enormous because

as we do so few pieces, the retums are
small. However, the emotional retums, for
me, are enormous. It is the truth when | fell
people that MB&F is more of a life decision,
rather than a business decision.

Can somebody contribute their ideas
to MB&F?

It is conceivable, within the boundaries of
what makes us tick, if somebody comes up
with a great idea | will be the first person to
want to work on it. This is the way we work
at MB&F: | have the ideas, | do the initial
sketches and than | work with all the 19
Friends who come up with their own ideas
and each time the product becomes more
complicated, better and more interesting. |
would not be able to create, were it not for
the Friends. If our clients have great ideas,
let's talk.




