
Lunar 
Mechanics

For the First time, Famed watchmakers mB&F have 
allowed a watchmaker to modiFy one oF their prized 
horological machines with a new complication, and 
the results are out oF this world. presenting  the mB&F 

moonmachine By stepan sarpaneva
words MELVIN TANG     PHoTos MB&F
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B
efore the invention of  
devices such as watches and 
sundials, humanity could 
only tell the time by looking 
to the skies, with the lunar 

cycle being one of  the first units of  time. 
Inspired by this, independent Finnish 
watchmaker Stefan Sarpaneva has made 
the stars and skies - particularly the moon 
- the central theme of  all his works, with 
the latest being a stunning adaptation of  a 
specially configured MB&F HM3 Frog, the 
Moonmachine.

Although MB&F has previously 
released several special editions of  their 
Horological Machines in collaboration 
with third parties over the years, the 
modifications so far have purely been 
aesthetic. This makes Moonmachine all 
the more special, as it marks the first time 
MB&F has worked with a watchmaker and 
allowed someone to make changes to their 
watch’s inner workings.  

While the original HM3 was already 
a mechanical wonder in its own right 
with its unique domed presentation, 
Moonmachine takes it even further 
with Sarpaneva’s signature celestial 
themes - the sun, the moon, and the 
stars - featuring prominently on the face 

of  this meticulously hand-finished watch. 
Afficionados familiar with Sarpaneva’s 
work will instantly recognise the two 
moon faces that comprise the moon phase 
indicator that reflects the current phase of  
the moon, giving the watch its name. 

Based upon Sarpaneva’s own face, 
these distinct moon faces peer out from 
behind an aperture in the shape of  the 
sun’s corona, beautifully highlighted by a 
stunning blue 22k gold disc winding rotor 
that has been laser-pierced with the stars 
and constellations of  the northern night 
sky. Indeed, it is this Northern Sky Rotor 
that is the cornerstone of  the watch, with 
its fine attention to detail underscoring the 
reason Sarpaneva was chosen to make the 
watch in the first place.

Each star on the rotor accurately reflects 
the positions of  the 15 major stars and 
constellations as seen in the northern night 
sky - including the North Star, Big Dipper, 
Big Plough, Big Bear, Little Dipper, and 
Little Bear - with one of  the stars even 
specially positioned to allow acces via 
a servicing tool. What’s more, besides 
forming the stunning night sky backdrop 
that frames the moon, the multi-layered 
rotor was also specifically designed to mask 
the movement of  the HM3’s gold winding 

rotor, as well as enable the laser-pierced stars to 
‘sparkle’ via the movement underneath. 

“The visible movement at the top of  HM3 Frog 
added a technical aspect that provided a serious 
counterpoint to the playfulness of  the bulging 
frog-eyed indications. In covering the movement, 
the moon phase and sky hides this and makes 
the timepiece more poetic. With Moonmachine, 
HM3 is transformed into a fairy tale.” says 
Sarpaneva.

The Moonmachine is available in three limited 
editions of  18 pieces each: a titanium case with 
white gold moon faces amidst a light blue sky, a 
black titanium case with white gold moon faces 
surrounded by a dark blue sky, and a red gold 
case with red gold moon faces in an anthracite 
sky. All three versions are exclusively available 
in Singapore at The Hour Glass, and retails for 
$137,600.
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