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Lechevalier,
editor

MB&F

our sincere thanks to Maximilian Büsser for counting GMT among  
his Friends, and for entrusting us with the honor and the pleasure of 
presenting his concept and his collection through this insert. Max is 
one of the people to whom contemporary Haute Horlogerie is deeply 
indebted. Haute Horlogerie inherently implies quality and not quan-
tity, innovation rather than deviation, and imagination instead of  
ostentation. Already during the Harry Winston period, when GMT was 
born on the threshold of the 21st century, his visionary spirit had pow-
erfully impressed our editorial team, along with a whole generation 
of devotees of avant-garde timepieces. As a privileged witness to the 
launch into orbit of their fifth machine – Legacy Machine No 1 – GMT 
is naturally proud to confirm its status as a Friend within the MB&F 
constellation. 
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horoloGicAl MAchine  
no 1 was the Machine that 

upset the status quo, HM1 

signalled rupture. The world 

was expecting something 

different from MB&f, 

something exciting, but  

they were still expecting  

a recognizable watch.
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MB&F

the launch of MB&f in July 2005 heralded the 
beginning of a new era in haute horlogerie. 
After 14 years managing prestigious watch 
brands, Maximilian Büsser’s interest in con-
tinuing business as usual faded. Evolution 
was out; Büsser wanted a complete rupture 
with the past. His vision for MB&F was not 
another watch brand but a creative horologi-
cal laboratory.

The staid world of fine watchmaking was 
shaken by the vibrations unleashed by Horo-
logical Machine No1, MB&F’s first timepiece 
and, just as Büsser expected (and even hoped
for), the emotions induced ranged the full 
gamut from abhorrence to awe. Six years on 
and each new avant-garde three-dimensional 

Machine takes us ever further from our horological comfort zones. In 
forging the concept of “Friends”, Büsser’s intention was to transpar-
ently recognize and credit those involved in realizing his dream.

There was no illusion that the architectural kinetic art he was creat-
ing would be widely appreciated by the masses, in fact, he was fully 
aware that by uncompromisingly making exactly what he wanted 
that the vast majority of collectors would not understand. But it soon 
became obvious that MB&F’s path was rapidly joined by ever increas-
ing numbers of people who appreciated the direction it was taking. 
Nobody knows the destination because MB&F evolves as Büsser does.

tHe CreAtiVe LAB

hM1: the Team behind 
the Machine

“MB&F is above all a human adventure ...  
a human adventure with just one goal:  
to create incredible horological machines”
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Maximilian 
Büsser 
Owner & C.C.O

MB&F

ByBrice
Lechevalier,

editor
Interview

“I am not a  
“static” creator  

who procrastinates  
in front of a blank 

sheet of paper”

Business Card
MAxiMiliAn Büsser

1967: born in Milano 
(italy)
1991: graduates with  
a Masters in Micro-
technology engineering 
from the swiss federal 
institute of Technology, 
Lausanne. 
1992: joins the senior 
management of 
Jaeger-Lecoultre from 
product Management 
& Development to 
sales & Marketing for 
europe. 
1998: appointed 
managing director of 
Harry winston rare 
Timepieces in Geneva.
2005: creates the 
world’s first 
horological concept 
brand: MB&f 
(Maximilian Büsser & 
friends), in which he is 
now partnered by 
serge Kriknoff
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his creative individual who never fails to impress 
draws his inspiration not only from the world 
of space as portrayed in books and movies, but 
also from the people he meets in his constant 
worldwide travels. Even though more than half a  
decade has gone by since the first Horological  
Machine went into orbit, Max Büsser feels as if 

he still has his finger on the launch button and that his destiny awaits 
him light years from here.

why did you choose to launch a new line with the lM1 instead of 

creating an hM5 ?

What most people don’t know is that my real passion in horology is 
late 18th and early 19th century watchmaking – the age of the pioneers 
who created everything that you find in a wristwatch today. Three 
years ago I started fantasising: what would have happened if I had 
been born 100 years earlier, in 1867 instead of 1967 ? What sort of Hor-
ological Machine would I have created? Without the influence of the 
science fiction comics or fighter jets of my youth, but with references 
like the Eiffel Tower and Jules Verne novels. 
The characteristics of this first Legacy Ma-
chine slowly came to mind … A three-di-
mensional time machine, as I would have 
created in 1911 !

So from now on, I will be creating in a 
very schizophrenic way: Horological Ma-
chines with my existing history and Legacy 
Machines with a fantasy 100 year-old histo-
ry. An incredible creative luxury in all ways !

which encounters prove the most enriching?

Meeting other creators and artists. Listening to them explain how 
they started, how they react to others, why they create. Each artist has 
had an incredibly rich and diverse (or sometimes tough) life that has 
brought him or her to want to express their own vision, rather than 
follow others. Until very recently I would never have coined myself an 
“artist”, due to my engineering background, a Swiss upbringing, and 
a need to please others for the first fifteen years of my career. Noth-
ing seemed to bring me close to the world of art. And then something 
clicked and I decided to create for myself, to forget about what others 
think and like, to live my own life and not the one other people ex-
pected me to live. I cannot paint, I cannot sing, I cannot pickle sharks 
in formaldehyde, but in my own way I have sculptured three-dimen-
sional horological machines and brought them to life.

with the number of watches available per limited series getting even 

smaller, are your customers grateful to you for the privilege of belonging 

to an even more exclusive club?

Not many people believed us at first when we claimed that MB&F was 
not about growth. Now it is clear to all – our goal is unadulterated 
creativity - and as such, each series needs to be kept very low. Over the 
last three years we will have crafted more or less the same number of 
Machines each year (152 Machines in 2010), even though the demand 
and awareness has increased tenfold. Practically 50% of all Machines 
sold to date are on the wrist of someone who owns at least two of 
them. That is a mind-boggling statistic which reflects how faithful our 
clients are – one more reason to thank them by keeping our production 
series as small as possible.

what place do women hold within the MB&f world?

We do not create for women, because we do not create for men! Our 
Machines are completely gender neutral, and are created first and fore-
most for ourselves. A woman or a man will react to our creations not 
because of their gender, but because of their personality and personal 
history.

the galaxy of friends is now into its sixth year; how do you feel looking 

back on the ground you have covered? where do you see yourselves in 

five years?

In an amazing twist of faith, we are exactly where I imagined we would 
be six years ago when I launched MB&F. But because it is a human ad-
venture, the road to get here was completely different to what I had 
imagined. I have learned so much over this journey: about myself and 
about those around me. Some of the people around me have awed me 
in how extraordinary and generous they have been; others seriously 
disappointed me when they showed their true colours. In creating and 
building our little Concept Lab we have concentrated so much emo-
tion and experience that it sometimes seems like ten or fifteen years, 

and yet, at the same time it feels as if we just 
started scratching the surface. Because MB&F 
is not going to grow and so have to appeal to 
the mass-market, it allows us to develop more 
or less whatever crazy creative projects we have 
in mind. Our radical creations have generated 
a certain pressure to amaze always more, but 
that is not our concern.

We follow our own path despite whatever 
others may think.

“it is very liberating  
to be able to create 

very serious horology  
at MB&F without  
taking ourselves  

too seriously”
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Exceptional
Watches

first launched in 2008, horological Machine 

no2 revolutionized the world of hautehorlogerie 
with its distinctive rectangular shape, flying 
buttresses, dual portholes and modular con-
struction. The crystal-clear sapphire case of 
HM2-SV then took the revolution even further 
by offering unprecedented visual access into 
the meticulously hand-finished, 349-com-
ponent engine powering the indications on 
HM2’s iconic twin dials. 

HOrOLOGiCAL  
MACHine nO2

But all good things come to an end and, after three very successful 
years, Horological Machine No2 takes one last bow on centre stage with 

two final limited editions of 18 pieces each, both featuring sapphire 
cases: HM2-Black SV and HM2-Red SV close the HM2 collection, thus 
ensuring its exclusivity.

“Whether traditional or avant-garde,  
a beautiful watch to me is a work of art  
representing the soul of its creator”

hM2-cti: brushed black 
ceramic highlights 
the architecture of the 
titanium components, 
limited edition of 66 
pieces.
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While both new final models are derived from the original HM2-SV, 
each has its own very distinctive identity. 

HM2-Black SV features a sapphire case, black dials and a black PVD 
titanium baseplate that makes a strongly contrasting backdrop for the 
unique architecture of the HM2 Engine inside, which is framed by an 
electric green rubber gasket clearly visible through the transparent 
top. Turning the watch over reveals yet another splash of colour from 
the vivid green 22K gold winding rotor.

HM2-Red SV has its sapphire case black dials mounted on a regal red 
gold baseplate.  The black dials, black rubber gasket and the rich red 
of the case back provide a stunning juxtaposition with HM2’s silver 
Engine.  Turning the watch over rewards the viewer with the sight of 
MB&F’s signature 22K red gold battle-axe rotor complimenting the red 
gold of the case back.

HOrOLOGiCAL MACHine nO2  
FinAL editiOns

HM2
MoveMent: 22K red gold battle-axe automatic winding 
rotor (green pVD coated 22K for HM2-Black sV).  Jean-
Marc wiederrecht/agenhor designed functionality 
regulated and powered by a Girard perregaux base. 
(349 components). cAse: HM2-Black sV: sapphire/black 
pVD coated titanium baseplate, electric green gasket. 
HM2-red sV: sapphire/18K red gold baseplate, black 
gasket. size: (exclusive of crown and lugs): 59mm x 
38mm x 13mm functions: left dial: retrograde Date  
and Bi-Hemisphere Moon phase and right dial: 
Jumping Hours and concentric retrograde Minutes 
DiAls: Brushed sapphire and black metallic disks
strAp & Buckle: Black hand-stitched alligator with 18K 
gold & titanium folding buckle liMiteD eDition: 18 pieces 
each
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HOrOLOGiCAL MACHine nO3 

while hM2 looked to many to be relatively normal - in a completely 
abnormal kind of way - after the shock and awe of HM1, Horological 
Machine No3 left no doubt that MB&F was in an alternate reality when 
it came to fine watchmaking as contemporary art. The press release 
for HM3 began, “Warning ! Horological Machine No3 is so far outside 
existing timekeeping references that it may cause sensory overload.” It 
might have also warned those with a weak heart or a preference for the 
comfort of traditional timekeepers to not stay far from a defibrillator 
and medical attention.

HM3 is available in two versions: ‘Sidewind-
er’, with cones lined perpendicular to the arm; 
and ‘Starcruiser’, with cones in line with the 
arm, each offering its own very distinct visu-
al characteristics. At first regard the viewer’s 
mind attempts to take in HM3’s kinetically 
energetic movement and reconcile the para-
dox of it being visible on the top of the watch, 
before being assailed yet again by twin cones 
rising majestically from the sculptured three-
dimensional case. No wonder so many struggle 
to comprehend that this dynamic sculpture is 
actually a highly technical wristwatch.

Exceptional
Watches

presentAtion case  
of the HM3



GreAt MAGAzine of tiMepieces i 2011 - 2012 issue

9
MB&F

GreAt MAGAzine of tiMepieces i 2011 - 2012 issue

“Warning ! HM3 is far outside existing timekeeping references”

HM3
MoveMent: self-winding mechanical movement 
with 22K rose gold battleaxe shaped ‘mystery’ 
rotor, 3D horological engine designed by Jean-Marc 
wiederrecht/ agenhor, hour and minute information 
transmitted via ceramic ball bearings to laser-cut 
hands (304 components) cAse: 18K white gold/ 
titanium or 18K red gold/ titanium, 2 versions: 
starcruiser (cones in line with arm) or sidewinder 
(cones perpendicular to arm). size: 47mm x 50mm 
x 16mm functions: hour and day/night indicator 
on one cone, minutes on 2nd cone, date around 
the movement strAp & Buckle: Black handstitched 
alligator with 18K gold and titanium custom designed 
deployment buckle 

With both winding rotor and oscillating balance on top of the ma-
chine’s engine to better appreciate its beautiful finishing and twin 
indication cones, HM3 pushes both the technical and aesthetic lim-
its of horological architecture and design further than anyone could 
imagine . . . and then some! Two high-tech ceramic bearings drive the 
time indications on the cones: one showing hours and date/night, the 
other minutes, while an oversized date wheel around the rotor, incred-
ibly a larger diameter than the movement itself, frames the engine. 
The prominence of the battle-axe 22K solid gold rotor on top of HM3 
increases recognition of this already iconic MB&F symbol.
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 siDewinDer, 18k white Gold & Titanium

stArcruiser, 18k red Gold & Titanium  

siDewinDer, 18k red Gold & Titanium

stArcruiser, 18k white Gold & Titanium  

Exceptional
Watches
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HOrOLOGiCAL MACHine nO3 reBeL

reBel : r for right (hand), B for Black (case). The black-coated reBel is 
a distinctive, rock ‘n roll mirror-image of the HM3 designed to be worn 
on the right wrist, as a few individualists out there are wont to do.

And like all true rebels, nothing on the HM3 reBel is quite as it 
first appears, especially when you take a closer look behind its noncha-
lantly cool façade. Under the reBel’s open black leather jacket - or to be 
more precise, its black PVD-treated white gold case - charcoal-coloured 
movement plates and bridges form a darkened backdrop to the resplen-
dent flash of the 22K rotor as it speeds by.

James Dean was a Hollywood Rebel Without 
a Cause; Billy Idol had a Rebel Yell; Star Wars 
had its Rebel Alliance; and now MB&F pokes 
the establishment firmly in its conservative-
ly-focused eye with the HM3 reBel. Whereas 
James Dean was the epitome of movie star bad 
boy, MB&F is the wild child of haute horloge-
rie; the lone biker in a black leather jacket 
when everyone else is wearing grey suits and 
driving Volvos. And unlike Dean, the HM3 
reBel knows exactly what its cause is: horo-
logical anarchy !

“We think James Dean would 
have worn one; Billy Idol 
would have sung about it;  
and the Rebel Alliance would 
have fought for it”

HM3 ReBel
MoveMent: Three-dimensional horological engine 
designed by Jean-Marc wiederrecht/agenhor; powered 
by Girard-perregaux base with 22K gold battle-axe 
shaped ‘mystery’ automatic winding rotor. Hour and 
minutes information transmitted via ceramic ball 
bearings to laser-cut hands (304 components).
cAse: Black pVD coated 18K white gold case; screwed-
down crown size: (exclusive of crown and lugs): 47mm 
x 50mm x 16mm functions: Hour and day/night 
indicator on one cone, Minutes on second cone, Date 
around the movement. strAp & Buckle: Black hand-
stitched alligator with 18K white gold and titanium 
custom designed deployment buckle.
liMiteD eDition: 18 pieces
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 “MB&F’s bulging-eyed HM3 
Frog has done what many 
thought impossible: make the 
original HM3 look tame !”

Exceptional
Watches

HM3 Frog
MoveMent: self-winding mechanical movement 
with 22K blued rose gold battle-axe shaped ‘mystery’ 
rotor, 3D horological engine designed by Jean-Marc 
wiederrecht/ agenhor, hour and minute information 
transmitted via ceramic ball bearings to rotating 
domes (304 components). cAse: Grade 5 titanium, 
domes and both display backs with anti-reflective 
treatment on both faces size: 47mm x 50mm x 
16mm  DiAls: rotating aluminium domes, stationary 
hands functions: Hour on one dome (aluminium 
dome rotating in 12 hours), minutes on 2nd dome 
(aluminium dome rotating in 60 minutes), date 
around the movement strAp& Buckle: Black hand-
stitched alligator with 18K white gold & titanium 
custom designed deployment buckle

HM3 FrOG 

haute horlogerie is (usually) a very restrained and serious business; 
however one of Maximilian Büsser’s main goals in creating MB&F was 
to bring a child’s sense of awe and sense of playfulness into high-end 
watchmaking. There is no doubting that with the HM3 Frog, Chocolate 
Frog and Frog Zr, MB&F have certainly achieved that aim… and more! 

The protruding eyes of the (amphibian) frog enable it to see in many 
directions without having to turn its head. The bulbous domes of the 
HM3 Frog have the opposite, but no less important, feature of enabling 
the time to be easily seen from many angles without having to turn 
the wrist. The Frog differs substantially from HM3 in that it is the 
aluminum domes that rotate under the sapphire crystals in the Frog, 
whereas it is the hour and minute hands that rotate around their re-
spective stationary cones on HM3.
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HOrOLOGiCAL 
MACHine nO3 
CHOCOLAte FrOG 

In 2011 The PuristS celebrate their tenth an-
niversary and MB&F is honoured that the hM3 

chocolate frog was the first timepiece se-
lected to honour the occasion. The “Chocolate 
Frog”, a limited edition of only 10 pieces, is a 
world first for MB&F, demonstrating its deep 
relationship with The PuristS, as it is the first 
model created specifically for a third party. 

hM3 chocolAte froG 
is a limited edition of 
10 pieces featuring a 
chocolate pVD coated 
Grade 5 titanium case 
and a 22K red gold rotor.

HOrOLOGiCAL MACHine nO3 
FrOG Zr

The Frog Zr may portray the time in a playful manner, but there is 
nothing playful about the meticulous attention to detail regarding the 
fine hand-finishing of the 304 component highly-tuned 36-jewel en-
gine purring within its space-grade zirconium case. Zr is the chemical 
symbol for zirconium, a metal resembling titanium – but tougher!
To give an idea of just how tough zirconium is, the blades in mod-
ern jet engines can only support the incredibly high temperatures and 
stresses they generate thanks to a protective ceramic layer of zirco-
nium and yttrium oxide.

Underneath its apparently tough guy zirconium exterior, the flam-
boyant purple 22K gold rotor animatedly spinning on the dial, reflect-
ing intriguing hints of green and yellow, sends a crystal clear message 
that the Frog Zr also has a healthy sense of fun.

hM3 chocolAte froG 
features a chocolate pVD 
coated Grade 5 titanium 
case and a 22K red gold 
rotor whereas hM3 froG zr 
is characterized by a 
zirconium case with a 
purple 22K gold rotor.
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Exceptional
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HOrOLOGiCAL MACHine nO4 
tHunderBOLt

from the evolution of MB&f’s horological Machines to date, Büsser’s 
growing confidence in his chosen direction is supremely evident in the 
Creative Laboratory’s kinetic sculpture, the faster-than-sound looking 
HM4 Thunderbolt. The aviation-inspired case and engine of the Thun-
derbolt are completely integral to each other. Neither would, nor could, 
exist without the other, yet each is so transcendental as to be able to 
stand alone as a work of art in its own right. The Thunderbolt’s engine 
is the culmination of three long years of intensive development in col-
laboration with Laurent Besse and Beranger Reynard of Les Artisans 
Horlogers. Each of the 300-plus components – including the regulator 
and even the screws – was developed specifically for this anarchistic 
calibre. No off-the-shelf mechanisms or parts were used at all due to the 
extreme nature of its architecture. Horizontally configured dual main-

spring barrels drive two vertical gear trains, 
transferring power to the twin pods indicat-
ing hours/minutes and power reserve. But de-
scribing HM4’s engine through its mechani-
cal functionality is like describing Renoir’s 
work through the chemical composition of 
his paint. Full appreciation follows careful 
contemplation, and the sapphire case section 
and display panels top and bottom allow full 
access to the flawless fine finishing of HM4’s 
intricate and vibrant micro-mechanics.
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“Most brands try to create products  
which are client-centric.  
At MB&F we are creative-centric…” 

GreAt MAGAzine of tiMepieces i 2011 - 2012 issue

HM4
MoveMent: hand-wound mechanical movement (72h 
power reserve) in 3D developed 100% by the MB&f 
“friends” (311 components) cAse: Grade 5 titanium 
and sapphire size: 54mm x 52mm x24mm DiAls: 5 
sapphire crystals: 2 x dials, 1 x central case section, 2 x 
display panels (top and bottom) functions: Hours and 
minutes on right dial, power reserve indicator on left 
dial, separate crowns for time setting and winding 
strAp & Buckle: Black handstitched calfskin strap with 
titanium/white gold custom designed deployment 
buckle attached to articulated lugs
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for a timepiece not developed specifically to tell the time, the Thun-
derbolt performs that role superbly. In fact, with its highly legible dials 
perpendicular to the wearer’s wrist, Horological Machine No4 might 
be described as the perfect pilot or driver’s watch. On the left pod, the 
amount of fuel in the tanks (power reserve) is clearly indicated by a 
skeletonised hand balanced by MB&F’s iconic battle-axe motif. On the 
right, hours and minutes are displayed by bold, arrow-tipped Super-
LumiNova filled hands. Each of the two aviation instrument-styled di-
als - one to wind and re-fuel the tanks, the other to set the time - is di-

rectly controlled by its own crown, providing 
instantaneous feedback of the action. Visible 
through a shaped sapphire display panel on 
the top of the case, a distinctive streamlined 
cock supports the balance, its centre cut away 
to reveal as much of the oscillating wheel 
as possible and validating the “kinetic” in 
MB&F’s “kinetic art”.

Exceptional
Watches

the three-DiMensionAl 
horological engine 
developed 100% by 
the MB&f “friends” 
displays its functions on 
two “dials”: hours and 
minutes on right dial, 
power reserve indicator 
on left dial
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the aviation-inspired case and engine of the Thunderbolt are one. Nei-
ther would, nor could, exist without the other, yet each is so transcen-
dental as to be able to stand alone as a work of art in its own right. The 
sapphire central case section and display panels top and bottom allow 
full access to the flawless fine finishing of HM4’s intricate and vibrant 
micro-mechanics.
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MB&F
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MB&F

LeGACy MACHine nO 1 

Legacy 
Machine No1
MoveMent: Three-
dimensional horological 
movement developed 
100% for MB&f by 
chronode and created by 
Jean-françois Mojon and 
Kari Voutilainen, manual 
winding movement 
with single mainspring 
barrel. Bespoke 14 mm 
balance wheel with 
traditional regulating 
screws visible on top of 
movement (frequency: 
18,000bph/2.5Hz). 
superlative fine 
finishing; internal bevel 
angles highlighting 
hand finishing; polished 
bevels; Geneva waves; 
hand-made engravings 
on bridge visible through 
display back (279 
components).
cAse: 18k white or red 
gold. High domed 
sapphire crystal on top 
with anti-reflective 
coating on both sides, 
sapphire crystal on back.
size: 44mm wide x 16mm 
high.
functions: Hours and 
minutes; completely 
independent dual time 
zones displayed on two 
dials; unique vertical 
power reserve. Left 
crown at 8 o’clock for 
setting time of left dial; 
right crown at 4 o’clock 
for setting time of right 
dial and winding.  
strAp & Buckle: Black or 
brown hand-stitched 
alligator strap with gold 
tang buckle to match 
case

“What would have happened  
if I had been born in 1867 instead of 1967 ?
Legacy Machine No 1 was my answer”

wild, extreme, outrageous, unrestrained: all might all be used to de-
scribe MB&F’s futuristic Horological Machines, but traditional, clas-
sical… round? With its monumental central balance; superlatively 
finished movement; completely independent dual time zones; unique 
vertical power reserve indicator and elegant annular case, Legacy Ma-
chine No.1 (LM1) is a sublimation of classical excellence; a joyful cele-
bration of traditional watchmaking; and above all, an authentic three-
dimensional MB&F Machine.

Legacy Machine No.1 was conceived when Maximilian Büsser start-
ed fantasising: “What would have happened if I had been born in 1867 
instead of 1967 ? In the early 1900’s the first wristwatches appear and  

I would want to create three-dimensional 
machines for the wrist, but there are no 
Grendizers, Star Wars or fast jets for my  
inspiration. But I do have pocket watches, 
the Eiffel Tower and Jules Verne, so what 
might my 1911 machine look like? It has  
to be round and it has to be three-dimen-
sional : Legacy Machine No.1 was my  
answer.”

In fidelity to high-quality 19th century 
pocket watches, LM1 features a sedately oscil-
lating (2.5 Hz), large diameter balance with 
traditional Breguet overcoil suspended from 
majestic twin arches; its enigmatic regulat-
ing mechanism in full view, but without ap-
parent connection to the movement. Both the 
hours AND the minutes on each of the two 
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lArGe 14mm balance 

wheel suspended above 

the dial

Exceptional
Watches

sub dials can be set completely independently of each other – dual time 
zone complications usually do not allow independent adjustment of 
the minutes – their white dials further reinforcing visual references to 
the golden age of watchmaking (1780-1850). Looking like a miniature 
sextant, a world-first vertical power reserve indicator keeps track of 
available power while providing a visual three-dimensional counter-
point to the graceful arches supporting the balance.

Gazing down through Legacy Machine No.1’s crystal clear bubble 
dome to the micro-mechanical fantasy below, it’s easy to imagine Jules 
Verne’s Captain Nemo looking upon the mythical underwater city of 
Atlantis. 

Legacy Machine No.1’s transcendental 
in-house movement bears testimony to the 
enormous talent of its creators. Jean-Fran-
çois Mojon and his team at Chronode (Best 
Watchmaker Prize at the 2010 Grand Prix 
d’Horlogerie de Genève) met the considerable 
challenge of developing the calibre for LM1 
from a blank sheet, while acclaimed inde-
pendent watchmaker Kari Voutilainen took 
responsibility for the aesthetic design and 
for strictly ensuring the utmost respect for 
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tradition and finish. Immaculate Geneva waves, highly polished gold 
chatons and bridges with impeccably executed bevels following delib-
erate internal angles (which cannot be finished by machine), showcase 
the movement’s absolutely peerless fine-finishing. The movement of 

“With Legacy Machine No1, MB&F has  
majestically reinterpreted traditional 19th 
century watchmaking excellence to create 
a contemporary horological objet d’art”

Legacy Machine No.1 proudly bears the names 
of both its creators, and is the first calibre to 
bear Voutilainen’s name other than his own.

With Legacy Machine No.1, MB&F has ma-
jestically reinterpreted traditional 19th cen-
tury watchmaking excellence to create a con-
temporary horological objetd’art.
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PerFOrMAnCe Art 

MB&f’s “performance Art” pieces are limited edition Horological  
Machines developed in collaboration with selected artists. The Machine 
is the artist’s medium to paint or sculpt it as they will. 

hM2.2 BlAck Box 

The artistic collaborations with Alain Silberstein resulted in the  
Bauhauslooking HM2.2 Black Box. As an artist, architect and watch 
designer, Alain Silberstein is widely known for his bold use of bright 
colour and pattern so this pure minimalistic Black Box was a departure 
and a complete surprise. Presented in November 2009, Horological  
Machine N°2.2 “Black Box” was a limited edition of 8 pieces.

Exceptional
Watches

JwlrYMAchine

In 2010 the venerable 152-year-old House of 
Boucheron and MB&F unveiled the colourful 
JWLRYMACHINE, which is an astonishing 
haute-joaillerie version of Horological Ma-
chine N°3.

Boucheron’s highly-skilled artisans have 
transformed HM3 into a stunning three-di-
mensional jewelled owl, its eyes large glowing 
cabochons set over the twin cones, and with its 
pavé-set diamond wrapped protectively around 
HM3’s precious engine. The glowing eyes, spar-
kling wings and softly gleaming breast create a 
carefully choreographed play of light. But most 
mesmerising of all: beneath the owl’s breast, 
its heart appears to be beating. 

The visual illusion is created by the faintly 
perceived swings of MB&F’s solid-gold battle-axe-
shaped rotor beneath the translucent stone.

JwlrYMAchine is 
available in two versions: 
purple with 18K white 
gold, titanium, 
amethyst, diamonds and 
sapphires; and pink with 
18K pink gold, titanium, 
quartz and diamonds.
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HM2 OnLy WAtCH 2009

MB&f’s artistic credentials were highlighted by the collaboration with 
American artist Sage Vaughn for the 2009 Only Watch charity auc-
tion. There is a butterfly trapped in the engine of the HM2 Only Watch 
and it has no hope of escaping because the complicated movement is 
wrapped in barbed wire. This emotionally charged piece, a one-of-a-
kind interpretation of MB&F’s Horological Machine N°2 was auctioned 
at Only Watch 2009, the charity auction benefiting research into Duch-
enne Muscular Dystrophy – a fatal genetic disorder affecting children.

hM2 onlY wAtch 2009 
piece unique HM4 OnLy WAtCH 2011

MB&f returned to the only watch charity 
auction in 2011 with another emotionally 
charged piece, this time in collaboration with 
Chinese artist, Huang Hankang. The HM4 
Only Watch featuring a miniature flying pan-
da bear is a magical synthesis of children’s 
dreams and cutting-edge haute horlogerie.

While we dream throughout our lives, there 
is one specific dream that children experience 
more frequently than adults: the ability to 
fly ! It isn’t known why dreams of flight  
diminish from adolescence; however, it may 
be that adult imaginations become more  
constrained as they are rooted in the realities 
of everyday life. HM4 Only Watch offers  
children a flight of fantasy, a reason to smile, 
and a wild ride through time and space !

hM4 onlY wAtch 2011  

piece unique
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