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(Row 1) Chef Atul Kochhar’s Michelin-starred restaurant, Benares; (Row 2, left to right) MB&F’s Horological Machine 

N°1 Black, Legacy Machine N°1, and Horological Machine N°4 Double Trouble; (Row 3) Private Reserve at Soneva Gili, 

Maldives; (Row 4) Sant Singh Chatwal helms a collection of premium hotel brands such as Hampshire Hotels & Resorts, 

The Chatwal and Dream Hotels; (Row 5) East India Company’s flagship store in London and the Diamond Jubilee Kilo.
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A PARSI REBEL IN 
SWITZERLAND
Maximilian Büsser talks about the emotional art of watchmaking.

In the world of haute horlogerie, Maximilian Büsser is a rebel with a cause. The founder of MB&F (Maximilian Büsser & 
Friends) creates striking futuristic horological machines that subvert existing timekeeping references and elevate watches to the 
status of kinetic art. But few are aware that the 45-year-old harbours Indian roots; his mother hails from Mhow in Madhya 
Pradesh, and it was in Mumbai that she met and married Büsser’s Swiss father. The duality of his Indo-Swiss heritage has 
tempered his personal and professional life profoundly, says the watchmaker. . .

My Indian family is Parsi, and I was brought up 
with the ethos of ‘good thoughts, good words 
and good deeds’. I try my best to live a life 

according to these precepts. I think the other part of my 
Indian upbringing is generosity. It doesn’t have to be about 
money, but it is definitely about the energy, time and 
concern that you give others. That translates strongly into 
my MB&F concept.  

halfway horologist

I am in fact half-half on virtually every important point in 
my life, and it has taken me quite some time to acknowledge 
that. Half Western, half Eastern; half engineer, half creator; 
half rational, half dreamer; half very demanding, half very 
forgiving... From the youngest age, by being the only half 
Indian in my environment, I realised that I was ‘different’ 
from all the people around me, so now it seems practically 
normal to be considered, at the age of 45, a major rebel in 
my industry. Being half Indian does not influence my work 
in the sense that I would integrate anything particularly 
Indian in my creations, but it has had a major influence on 
my life balance. By being ‘bipolar’, I have been able to 
transform my pretty utopian creative dreams—imagining 
products which have not only never been done before but 
challenge the idea of the whole industry I am in—into a 

completely new and nevertheless successful business model. 
I’m the only person in the watch industry [as a creator or 
CEO] who’s got any Indian blood in him, so I would really 
want to put my country on the map in this part of the world.

hallmarks of luxury 
Mechanical watchmaking is about exceptional human 
craftsmanship—it is about artisanship and the incredible 
artisans who can transform steel and brass into timekeeping. 
But watchmaking today is also about kinetic art. There is 
no need for mechanical movements anymore so it is even 
more precious as an art form, integrating over 40 different 
crafts, and can be deconstructed and reconstructed as 
mechanical sculptures on someone’s wrist. It drives me 
nuts when luxury watch brands use celebrities or 
sportsmen to promote what is a work of mechanical art. 
The real stars are the creators and artisans, not celebrities. 
That is why with every MB&F creation you will find the 
photos, descriptions, address and email address of every 
single person who has worked on your piece. They are 
usually the unsung heroes.

Left to right, from top: Horological Machine N°1 Black, Horological Machine N°4 Razzle Dazzle, Legacy Machine N°1, Horological Machine 

N°3 Frog, JWLRYMACHINE, Horological Machine N°2 Black SV, Legacy Machine N°1, Horological Machine N°4 RT, HM2 Only Watch 2009.

HOROLOGY

“I believe my Indian side is my creative and emotional side, whilst my  
Swiss side is my rational and ‘serious’ side.”{ }
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