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THE STORY

After decades conforming to the rules of corporate watchmaking, Maximilian Büsser broke 
the chains and started a rebellion in 2005 ; a rebellion called MB&F – Maximilian Büsser & Friends.

MB&F is an artistic concept laboratory based around a simple idea : to assemble collectives 
of independent watchmaking professionals to develop radical horological masterpieces. 
By nurturing teams of talented individuals, harnessing their passion and creativity and crediting 
each person’s essential role, MB&F uses their synergy to become much greater than the 
sum of its parts. Respecting tradition, but never constrained by it, MB&F reinterprets traditional, 
high-quality watchmaking into three-dimensional kinetic sculptures. 

Central to the creative process, MB&F believes that A creative adult is a child who survived – 
recognising the universal imagination of children, before they are formatted into their 
rational, reasonable adult lives. That powerful imagination is the creative spark which continues 
to trigger the emotionally-charged MB&F Machines today.

INTRODUCTION



HOROLOGICAL MACHINES

These radical Horological Machines have a firm foundation in the very best of traditional 
watchmaking, but their designs are directly inspired by 20 th-century references from our childhoods : 
science fiction, TV cartoons, aquatic creatures, airplanes, the first supercars...

MB&F takes those childhood dreams and transforms them into futuristic, fiercely unconventional 
timekeeping machines. Their sculptured, three-dimensional case and beautifully-finished engine have 
defined Machines that happen to tell the time... rather than Machines designed to tell the time.

CHAPTER 1





AQUAPOD

HOROLOGICAL MACHINE Nº 7

After pushing the boundaries of horological explo-
ration by blasting into outer space (HM2, HM3, 
HM6), launching into the sky (HM4), and powering 
down the road and around the track (HM5, HMX, 
HM8), MB&F plunges into the water with Horological 
Machine Nº 7, aka HM7 Aquapod.

The organic jellyfish-inspired design of HM7 
Aquapod is counter-balanced by the very mechanical 
horology within : a central 60-second flying 
tourbillon tops the concentric vertical movement 
architecture, with indications radiating out 

from the centre like ripples in a pond. Like many 
jellyfish, HM7 glows in the dark : on the hour 
and minute numerals, around the inside of the move-
ment and along the tentacle-like winding rotor.

The 303-component, 72-hour power reserve HM7 
engine was developed in-house by MB&F. Spherically 
three-dimensional, all its mechanisms – from the 
winding rotor at the bottom, to the flying tourbillon 
on top – rotate concentrically around the centre. 
The curves of the high-domed sapphire crystal are 
mirrored in the shape of the time display rings.
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MOVEMENT 
3D vertical architecture, automatic winding, conceived 
and developed in-house by MB&F.
Central flying 60-second tourbillon.
3D tentacle-like automatic winding rotor in titanium 
and platinum.
Balance frequency : 18,000 bph / 2.5 Hz.
303 components and 35 jewels.

CASE
Launch editions in grade 5 titanium or 18 k 5N+ red gold.
Top and bottom sapphire crystals treated with anti-reflective 
coating on both faces.
Size : 53.8 / 21.3 mm.

FUNCTIONS 
Hours and minutes displayed by two aluminium / titanium 
spherical segment discs rotating on oversized central 
ceramic bearings.
Unidirectional rotating bezel for elapsed time.
Numerals, markers and segments along the winding rotor 
in Super-LumiNova. 
3 panels of AGT Ultra (Ambient Glow Technology) lume 
around the flying tourbillon.
Two crowns : winding on left and time-setting on right.

STRAP & BUCKLE
Rubber bracelet moulded in aircraft-grade Fluorocarbon 
FKM 70 Shore A elastomer with folding buckle matching 
case material.

1. HM7 RG
18 k 5N+ red gold 

2. HM7 TI BLUE
Grade 5 titanium
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SPACE PIRATE

HOROLOGICAL MACHINE Nº 6

Horological Machine Nº 6 – aka ‘Space Pirate’ – was 
inspired by the spaceship from a Japanese TV anime 
series. But it also draws its curves from the round, 
organic shapes of the 1970 s bio-morphism movement. 

In each of the four corners of the case is a 360º 
sphere, capped top and bottom by transparent 
sapphire crystal domes – or for the HM6-SV, 
practically an entire case composed of sapphire 
crystal, displaying the movement within. Up 
forward, two spherical indications rotate vertically, 
displaying hours and minutes in large easy-
to-read numerals. Back aft, twin spherical turbines 
automatically regulate the winding system, 
thanks to multiplying gearing to the winding rotor. 

475 components make up the wildly complex 
movement.

The central dome houses a 60-second flying 
tourbillon, the precision regulator of HM6’s engine – 
and the cockpit of this horological spaceship. 
To protect that cockpit, HM6 features a retractable 
protective shield. When closed, the cover blocks 
harmful rays (especially UV light) from prematurely 
oxidising the engine’s lubrication oils.

The Space Pirate’s exoskeleton is either aeronautic 
grade Ti-6Al-4V titanium or 18 k 5N+ red gold ; or 
for the ‘SV’ versions, sapphire crystal combined with 
either platinum 950 or 18 k 5N+ red gold.
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MOVEMENT 
3D movement developed exclusively for HM6 by 
MB&F with David Candaux Horlogerie Créative.
Platinum 950 battle-axe automatic 
winding rotor and twin aluminium turbines 
driven by winding rotor.
Power reserve : 72 h.
Flying tourbillon with retractable shield. 
Balance frequency : 18,000 bph / 2.5 Hz.
475 components and 68 jewels.

CASE
HM6 Ti : Ti-6Al-4V (grade 5) titanium. 
HM6 RT : 18 k 5N+ red gold and grade 5 titanium.
10 sapphire crystals : 9 domed (4 for the hour 
and minute indications, 4 for the turbines, 
1 for the tourbillon) and one flat (display back).
HM6 SV editions : sapphire crystal / red gold 
or sapphire crystal / platinum. Sandwich 
construction of two sapphire crystal spherical 
plates on either side of the central precious 
metal case band, combined with 9 domes.
Size : 49.5 / 52.3 / 20.4 mm.

FUNCTIONS 
Hours and minutes on separate semi-spherical 
aluminium indications.
Crown to open / close tourbillon shield.

STRAP & BUCKLE
Hand-stitched calfskin strap with titanium / white 
or red gold custom designed folding buckle.
SV editions : blue or dark brown hand-stitched 
alligator strap with gold / platinum folding 
buckle matching case material.

1. HM6 TI
Grade 5 titanium
Limited edition 
of 50 pieces

2. HM6 RT
18 k 5N+ red gold 
and titanium
Limited edition 
of 18 pieces
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3. HM6-SV RED
Sapphire crystal and 18 k 5N+ red gold
Limited edition of 10 pieces

4. HM6-SV PLATINUM
Sapphire crystal and platinum 950
Limited edition of 10 pieces
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CAN - AM 

HOROLOGICAL MACHINE Nº 8

Over the last decade, two indelible forms have domi-
nated the main characteristics of an MB&F Horological 
Machine : the distinctive angular form and optical 
prism manifested in HM5 and HMX ; and the signature 
battle-axe winding rotor, which took centre stage 
on top of HM3, MB&F’s most popular model to date. 
Horological Machine Nº 8 takes those two idio-
syncratic features and infuses them with high-octane 
Can-Am race car-inspired design.

HM8 features a curvaceous yet angular case with 
dual optical prisms vertically displaying bi-directional 
jumping hours and trailing minutes, while the dis-
tinctive battle-axe winding rotor is visible on top. But 
the real star of HM8 is its Can-Am inspired chrome 
“roll bars” majestically sweeping from the top of the 

Machine down to the tapered back. Those roll bars 
are milled from solid blocks of grade 5 titanium 
and then meticulously hand-polished to gleam like 
tubular mirrors.

HM8’s Engine sits in full view under a nearly invisible 
sapphire crystal engine cover. The open centre of 
the blued-gold battle-axe rotor enables appreciation 
of the circular wave finish on the movement, while 
the hour and minute indication discs are visible in the 
corners. The generous use of sapphire crystal allows 
unfettered visual access to the movement while 
its transparency backlights the time displays, making 
them more legible by day. Light also charges the 
Super-LumiNova numerals on the hour and minute 
discs for maximum legibility by night.



MOVEMENT
3D movement conceived and developed 
by MB&F from a Girard-Perregaux base calibre.
Self-winding mechanical movement with 
22 k gold “battle-axe” rotor.
Balance frequency : 28,800 bph / 4 Hz.
247 components and 30 jewels.

CASE
Launch editions in 18 k white gold / titanium 
and 18 k 5N+ red gold / titanium. 
Size : 49 / 51.5 / 19 mm.

FUNCTIONS
Minutes and bi-directional jumping hours 
displayed by two optical prisms that both reflect 
and magnify.

STRAP & BUCKLE
Blue or dark brown hand-stitched alligator 
strap with gold deployment buckle matching 
the case material.

1. HM8 CAN-AM RT
18 k 5N+ red gold and titanium 

2. HM8 CAN-AM WT
18 k white gold and titanium

1
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The unmistakable wedge-shaped case of HM5 
‘On the Road Again’ is a direct homage to the plucky 
Amida Digitrend watch from the 1970 s ; however, 
it also has unmistakable references to the first super-
cars of that era. One of the striking features of 
those cars were the louvres over the back window. 
HM5 takes those 1970 s icons and puts them 
‘On the Road Again’.

At first glance HM5 appears to be a relatively simple 
timepiece, but it’s much more complicated. 

The time display consists of bi-directional jumping 
hours and minutes with indications inversed, 
reflected 90º and then magnified 20 %. Looking below 
the surface of the HM5 case reveals a surprise : 
another case, which protects the high-performance 
engine from moisture as well as shocks.

Turning HM5 over reveals the engine through 
a sapphire crystal display back with its 22 k 
gold “battle-axe” winding rotor, fast oscillating 
balance and hand-finished bridges.

ON THE ROAD AGAIN

HOROLOGICAL MACHINE Nº 5



MOVEMENT
3D movement designed by 
Jean-François Mojon 
and Vincent Boucard / Chronode 
on a Girard-Perregaux base. 
Self-winding mechanical 
movement with 22 k gold battle-axe 
shaped “mystery” rotor. 
Balance frequency : 28,800 bph / 4 Hz.
224 components and 30 jewels.

CASE
HM5 CarbonMacrolon : 
CarbonMacrolon with water-resistant 
stainless steel inner container. 
HM5 RT : 18 k red gold and titanium 
with water-resistant titanium 
inner container. 
Size : 51.5 / 49 / 22.5 mm.

FUNCTIONS
Minutes and bi-directional jumping 
hours displayed by reflective 
sapphire crystal prism. 

STRAP & BUCKLE
Sculptured rubber strap with 
titanium tang buckle.

1. HM5 RT
Red gold and titanium
Limited edition of 66 pieces

2. HM5 CARBONMACROLON
CarbonMacrolon 
Limited edition of 66 pieces
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MEGAWIND

HOROLOGICAL MACHINE Nº 3

Derived from the iconic HM3 series, MegaWind 
combines a giant “battle-axe” shaped winding rotor 
with highly legible hours and minutes indication 
cones rising up from the unconventional, asymmetric 
case.

MegaWind is powered by the beautifully engineered, 
Jean-Marc Wiederrecht-designed HM3 engine. 
Placing the rotor and regulator on the dial side 
required flipping the movement upside down. This 
was only possible thanks to two large high-tech 
ceramic bearings – visible through the display back – 
that efficiently transmit time up to the revolving 

hour and minute cones above. Rotating displays 
of this size and shape generated a number of technical 
headaches... The cones are machined from solid 
blocks of aluminium, chosen for its optimal strength 
to weight ratio, and reducing energy requirements 
to an absolute minimum. Close inspection of the 
case – which includes over 50 separate components – 
reveals a myriad of carefully considered details : 
the bespoke clover-head gold screws, the cleverly 
integrated lugs attaching the strap, and the 
bevelled perimeter of the rotor display crystal that 
adds visual flair as the angles catch and reflect 
flashes of light.
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1. MEGAWIND FINAL EDITION
Black PVD on white gold 
with Super-LumiNova highlights 
Limited edition of 25 pieces 

2. MEGAWIND RG
18 k red gold

3. MEGAWIND WG
18 k white gold

MOVEMENT
3D movement designed by Jean-Marc Wiederrecht / 
Agenhor on a Girard-Perregaux base. 
Self-winding mechanical movement with large titanium 
and 22 k gold battle-axe shaped “mystery” rotor.
Hour and minute information transmitted via ceramic ball 
bearings to rotating cones.
Balance frequency : 28,800 bph / 4 Hz.
270 components and 36 jewels.

CASE
18 k white gold / titanium or 18 k red gold / titanium.
Final Edition : black PVD on white gold, titanium, 
Super-LumiNova highlights.
Size : 47 / 50 / 17 mm.

FUNCTIONS
Hours on one cone.
Minutes on second cone.

STRAP & BUCKLE
Black hand-stitched alligator with 18 k gold and titanium 
custom-designed deployment buckle.



LEGACY MACHINES

Until 2011, MB&F’s futuristic Machines might accurately have been described as wild, extreme, or even 
outrageous. Words like “traditional”, “classical” and “round” did not appear in the MB&F lexicon. 
However, that all changed with Legacy Machine Nº 1.

Legacy Machines are reinterpretations of significant horological inventions by the greatest 
watchmakers in history, answering the question : what type of Machines would MB&F have imagined 
100 years ago ? In the early 1900 s the first wristwatches appear... but there are no Grendizers, 
Star Wars or supersonic jets for inspiration. There are however pocket watches, a new generation of 
architectural edifices like the first skyscrapers or the Eiffel Tower, and authors like Jules Verne...

CHAPTER 2





With Legacy Machine Perpetual, MB&F and 
independent watchmaker Stephen McDonnell have 
reinvented one of the most complex traditional 
watchmaking complications : the perpetual calendar.

LM Perpetual’s 581-component movement is 
based on a revolutionary new system to calculate the 
number of days every month. Conventional per-
petual calendars use a 31-day month as the default 
and “delete” dates for the shorter months, by 
fast-forwarding through the redundant dates during 
changeover. This can create problems like 
the skipping of dates or an inaccurate date display – 
and also results in movements which are easy 
to damage when manipulated.

LM Perpetual breaks watchmaking conventions 
by using a mechanical processor instead of the usual 

“grand levier” (big lever) system. The mechanical 
processor uses a default 28-day month and adds extra 
days as required ; each month always has the 
exact number of days needed and there is no fast-
forwarding through redundant days. The result 
is a fool-proof system that auto-protects itself from 
incorrect manipulation.

LM Perpetual reinvents the complication further by 
adopting an entirely new movement architecture. 
Traditional calendars are composed of three distinct 
layers : a base movement, a perpetual calendar 
module, and the display. LM Perpetual fuses all three 
of these dimensions into a single system : the 
display is in fact an integral part of the mechanism – 
conveying a sense of depth and 3-dimensionality 
rarely seen before.

LM PERPETUAL

LEGACY MACHINE PERPETUAL
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MOVEMENT
3D movement developed for MB&F by Stephen McDonnell : 
integrated perpetual calendar featuring dial side 
complication and mechanical processor system with built-in 
safety mechanism. 
Manual winding movement with double mainspring barrels.
Bespoke 14 mm flying balance wheel with traditional 
regulating screws visible on top of movement.
Superlative hand finishing throughout respecting 19 th century 
style ; internal bevelled angles highlighting hand craft ; 
polished bevels ; Geneva waves ; hand-made engravings.
Power reserve : 72 h.
Balance frequency : 18,000 bph / 2.5 Hz.
581 components and 41 jewels.

CASE
18 k red or white gold.
High domed sapphire crystal on top with anti-reflective 
coating on both sides, sapphire crystal on back.
Size : 44 / 17.5 mm.

FUNCTIONS
Hour, minutes, day, date, month, retrograde leap year 
indicator and power reserve.

STRAP & BUCKLE
Black, grey or dark brown hand-stitched alligator strap with 
gold folding buckle to match case.

2
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1. LM PERPETUAL WG PURPLE
18 k white gold
Limited edition of 25 pieces 

2. LM PERPETUAL WG
18 k white gold 

3. LM PERPETUAL RG
18 k red gold
Limited edition of 25 pieces



LM2

LEGACY MACHINE Nº 2

Legacy Machines celebrate complications from past 
masters, and complications don’t come much 
more intriguing than connecting two regulators with 
a differential to drive one time indication. 
Nor do past masters come more “masterful” than 
Abraham-Louis Breguet (1747 - 1823), Ferdinand 
Berthoud (1727 - 1807) and Antide Janvier (1751 - 1835), 
three men united by their inventive genius 
and their experimentations with dual regulators.

Two and a half centuries after three of the world’s 
greatest watchmakers put two balance wheels 

into their movements, MB&F celebrates their pio-
neering works with Legacy Machine Nº 2. Suspended 
high above the dial, the double “flying” balances 
of LM2 are in fact the most visible parts of two fully 
independent regulating systems, each beating at 
its own rate. The rates are averaged out by the raised 
planetary differential, which drives the blued gold 
hour and minute hands of the white stretched-lacquer 
sub dial. To make things just a bit more complicated, 
the two flying balances and their escapements are 
identical mirror images, right down to the position of 
the stud holders pinning their balance springs.
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1. LM2 TI
Grade 5 titanium 

2. LM2 RG
18 k red gold

3. LM2 WG
18 k white gold

MOVEMENT
3D movement developed exclusively 
for MB&F by Jean-François Mojon / Chronode, 
and Kari Voutilainen.
Manual winding with single mainspring barrel.
Planetary differential comprising 3 gears 
and 5 pinions.
Two bespoke 11 mm balance wheels 
with four traditional regulating screws floating 
above the movement and dials.
Superlative fine finishing ; internal bevelled 
angles highlighting hand finishing ; 
polished bevels ; Geneva waves ; hand-made 
engravings on bridge visible through 
display back.
Power reserve : 45 h.
Balance frequency : 18,000 bph / 2.5 Hz.
241 components and 44 jewels.

CASE
18 k red gold, 18 k white gold or Ti-6Al-4V 
(grade 5) titanium. 
High domed sapphire crystal on top 
and sapphire crystal on back with anti-reflective 
coating on both sides.
Sizes : red and white gold editions : 44 / 20 mm, 
titanium edition : 44 / 19 mm. 

FUNCTIONS
Hours and minutes, planetary differential 
transmits the average rate of the two regulators 
to the single gear train.
Crown at 2 o’clock for setting time.

STRAP & BUCKLE
Black or brown hand-stitched alligator 
strap with 18 k gold or titanium tang buckle to 
match the case.







LM1

LEGACY MACHINE Nº 1

The main features of Legacy Machine Nº 1 are the 
large 14 mm “flying” balance wheel, its one-of-a-kind 
vertical power reserve indicator and the completely 
independent dual time zones. Combined with 
the fine-finished movement and round case – MB&F’s 
first ! – LM1 is a sublimation of classical excellence 
and traditional watchmaking, but remains an authentic 
three-dimensional MB&F Machine.

LM1’s movement bears testimony to the talent of its 
creators : Jean-François Mojon (Best Watchmaker 

Prize at the 2010 Grand Prix d’Horlogerie de Genève) 
who met the challenge of developing the move-
ment, while acclaimed independent watchmaker Kari 
Voutilainen took responsibility for the aesthetic 
design and ensuring the utmost respect for tradition 
and finish. Geneva waves, highly polished gold 
chatons and bridges with impeccably executed bevels 
following deliberate internal angles (which cannot 
be finished by machine), showcase the absolutely 
peerless fine-finishing.



MOVEMENT
3D movement developed 100 % for MB&F, created 
by Jean-François Mojon / Chronode and Kari Voutilainen. 
Manual winding movement with single mainspring barrel.
Bespoke 14 mm balance wheel with traditional 
regulating screws visible on top of movement. 
Superlative fine finishing ; internal bevelled angles 
highlighting hand finishing ; polished bevels ; 
Geneva waves ; hand-made engravings on bridge visible 
through display back. 
Power reserve : 45 h. 
Balance frequency : 18,000 bph / 2.5 Hz.
279 components and 23 jewels.

CASE
Platinum 950, 18 k white or red gold. 
High domed sapphire crystal on top with anti-reflective 
coating on both sides, sapphire crystal on back.
Size : 44 / 16 mm.

FUNCTIONS
Hours and minutes, completely independent dual time 
zones displayed on two dials, unique vertical power 
reserve. Left crown at 8 o’clock for setting time of left dial, 
right crown at 4 o’clock for setting time of right dial 
and winding.

STRAP & BUCKLE
Black or brown hand-stitched alligator strap with gold 
or platinum tang buckle to match case.

1. LM1 RG
18 k red gold

2. LM1 WG
18 k white gold

3. LM1 PT
Platinum 950
Limited edition of 33 pieces

1
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LM101

LEGACY MACHINE 101

Legacy Machine 101 embodies and accentuates 
the very essence of what is essential in a wristwatch : 
the balance wheel, which is responsible for 
regulating precision ; how much power remains in 
the mainspring, which indicates when it needs 
to be next wound ; and of course, the time. LM101 
has one more very special feature, one that 
cannot be seen : it houses the very first movement 
developed entirely in-house by MB&F.

Like its big brother Legacy Machine Nº 1, LM101 is 
dominated by the suspended “flying” balance 
wheel. Two pristine-white subdials : at the top right, 

hours and minutes are displayed by blued-gold 
hands, while the 45-hour power reserve indicator is 
displayed in a smaller, but similar subdial below. 
In an apparent feat of magic, the domed sapphire 
crystal protecting the dial appears to be invisible.

Turning over Legacy Machine 101, the display back 
crystal reveals the exquisitely hand-finished 
movement. Curved plates and bridges designed 
by award-winning independent watchmaker 
Kari Voutilainen pay homage to the style found in 
high quality historic pocket watches.



2 3

4

MOVEMENT 
3D movement developed in-house 
by MB&F, aesthetics and finish specifications 
by Kari Voutilainen.
Manual winding movement with single 
mainspring barrel.
Bespoke 14 mm balance wheel with traditional 
regulating screws visible on top of movement. 
Superlative fine finishing ; internal bevelled angles 
highlighting hand finishing ; polished bevels ; 
Geneva waves ; hand-made engravings on bridge 
visible through display back. 
Frosted mainplate for the LM101 Frost editions. 
Power reserve : 45 h.
Balance frequency : 18,000 bph / 2.5 Hz.
229 components and 23 jewels.

CASE
18 k white or red gold, or platinum 950 ; 
and ‘Frost’ limited edition in 18 k red gold.
High domed sapphire crystal on top 
with anti-reflective coating on both sides, 
sapphire crystal on back.
Size : 40 / 16 mm.

FUNCTIONS
Hours and minutes and power reserve indicator. 

STRAP & BUCKLE
Black or brown hand-stitched alligator strap with 
gold tang buckle to match case.

1. LM101 PT
Platinum 950
Limited edition of 33 pieces

2. LM101 RG
18 k red gold

3. LM101 WG
18 k white gold

4. LM101 FROST RG
18 k red gold
Limited edition of 33 pieces



PERFORMANCE ART

CHAPTER 3

MB&F Performance Art Pieces are limited editions developed in collaboration with artists, 
watchmakers, designers we admire – these artists reinterpret our MB&F pieces. 
Previous creations have included a glistening variation of HM3 with Parisian jeweller Boucheron, 
a celestial variation of the HM3 Frog called the MoonMachine, an unexpected LM1 
reinterpreted by designer Alain Silberstein, unique pieces co-created with artists for charity...





Creativity comes from a multitude of sources, but 
for ‘Black Badger’ founder James Thompson the fount 
of his creativity was rage – a rebellious fire was lit 
when he felt brushed aside as a student by an unfair 
administrative decision. Like MB&F, Thompson 
is an outsider doing his utmost to buck the system – 
and he is fighting with the most unlikely of weapons : 
luminescent material. Thompson mills three-
dimensional objects from solid light, in the form 
of vividly glowing lume.

For the Performance Art collection, Thompson has 
reinterpreted two Machines : HMX, first launched 

in 2015 for MB&F’s 10 th Anniversary, and Starfleet 
Machine, MB&F’s first table clock, created with 
L’Epée 1839.

For HMX Black Badger, Thompson redesigned 
the “rocker cover” of HMX’s Engine, visible under the 
supercar-like sapphire crystal cover, milled from 
his signature solid blocks of brightly coloured, high-
efficiency lume. While the colours – Radar Green, 
Phantom Blue, and Purple Reign – are eye-catching 
by day, it’s when the sun goes down that they 
really come out to party.

MB&F + BLACK BADGER

HMX BLACK BADGER



MOVEMENT
3D movement composed of a jumping 
hour and trailing minutes module 
developed in-house by MB&F, powered 
by a Sellita gear train.
Self-winding mechanical movement 
with 22 k gold rotor.
Balance frequency : 28,800 bph / 4 Hz.
223 components and 29 jewels.

CASE
Grade 5 titanium and stainless steel 
with lume in Radar Green, 
Phantom Blue, or Purple Reign.
Size : 46.8 / 44.3 / 20.7 mm.

FUNCTIONS
Bi-directional jumping hours and 
trailing minutes, displayed by 
dual reflective sapphire crystal prisms 
with integrated magnifying lens. 
Engine “rocker covers” from milled 
blocks of high-efficiency lume.

STRAP & BUCKLE
Partially perforated calfskin strap 
with colour complementary 
to Engine, titanium tang buckle.

HMX BLACK BADGER RADAR GREEN 
Titanium and stainless steel 
with green luminescent details
Limited edition of 18 pieces

HMX BLACK BADGER PHANTOM BLUE
Titanium and stainless steel 
with blue luminescent details
Limited edition of 18 pieces

HMX BLACK BADGER PURPLE REIGN
Titanium and stainless steel 
with purple luminescent details
Limited edition of 18 pieces



CO-CREATIONS

CHAPTER 4

MB&F co-creations are pieces conceived and designed by MB&F, but engineered and crafted 
by unique Swiss Manufactures. Previous creations have included the ‘MusicMachine’ series, 
created with music box manufacturer Reuge, or unusual clocks conceived with L’Épée 1839, the only 
specialised manufacture in Switzerland dedicated to making high-end clocks.
 
These creative collaborations generate powerful pieces merging different worlds.





Conceived by MB&F and built by L’Epée 1839, 
Destination Moon is the quintessential torpedo-
shaped rocket of childhood dreams. 

Developed specifically for Destination Moon, the 
architecture of L’Epée 1839’s eight-day movement 
follows the basic engineering of a real spaceship. 
Power in a rocket comes from its base and the power 
for Destination Moon comes from the oversized 
winding crown in its base. The control systems of a 
rocket are above the power source and the same 
holds true for Destination Moon, which has a vertical 
regulator underneath the time display discs con-
trolling precision as well as a time-setting knob at 
the top of the movement. That regulator with 
its animated balance is protected from both cosmic 
radiation and curious fingers by a small panel 

of virtually invisible mineral glass. Hours and 
minutes are displayed by large white numerals on 
stainless steel disks.

In a further tip of the hat to childhood fantasies, 
the horizontal circular plates in Destination Moon’s 
movement are perforated like Meccano com-
ponents, augmenting the technical nature of the 
streamlined spacecraft. 

And there’s Neil. MB&F creates mechanical objects 
conveying a sense of joy and Neil is a smile inducing, 
space-suited figurine forged in solid silver and 
stainless steel, magnetically attached to the ladder 
connecting the power-thrusting crown to the 
movement. Neil imparts a childlike sense of wonder 
by putting man into the machine. 

DESTINATION MOON

MB&F + L’EPEE 1839
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1. DESTINATION MOON GREEN
Palladium-plated brass and 
stainless steel with green landing pods
Limited edition of 50 pieces

2. DESTINATION MOON BLUE
Palladium-plated brass and 
stainless steel with blue landing pods
Limited edition of 50 pieces

3. DESTINATION MOON SILVER
Palladium-plated brass and 
stainless steel with silver landing pods
Limited edition of 50 pieces

4. DESTINATION MOON BLACK
Palladium-plated brass and 
stainless steel with black landing pods
Limited edition of 50 pieces

ROCKET
Frame : satin-finished stainless steel.
Landing pods : brass.

DISPLAYS
Hour and minute indications on rotating discs.

MOVEMENT
L’Epée in-house designed and manufactured, 
multi-stage vertical architecture eight-day 
movement.
Materials : palladium-plated brass, stainless 
steel and nickel-plated stainless steel. 
Power reserve : 8 days from single barrel.
Balance frequency : 18,000 bph / 2.5 Hz.
164 components and 17 jewels.
Incabloc shock protection system protected 
by mineral glass.
Movement finishing : polishing, bead-blasting 
and satin finishing.
Winding : manual winding by rotating 
the propulsion wheel at the base of the rocket.
Setting : time-setting knob at the top 
of the movement above the indication rings.

DIMENSIONS AND WEIGHT
Dimensions : 414 mm (tall) x 233 mm (diameter).
Weight : 4.0 kg.

NEIL (ASTRONAUT FIGURINE)
Solid polished silver with stainless steel helmet ; 
attaches magnetically to ladder.
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MB&F + L’EPEE 1839

BALTHAZAR

Weighing in at over 8 kilograms and standing nearly 
40 centimetres tall, Balthazar is a sophisticated 
and imposing high-precision robot clock composed 
of 618 beautifully finished, micro-engineered 
components. But beware... Balthazar hides two sides, 
as there are in all of us. To quote Darth Vader 
in Star Wars, “If you only knew the power of the dark 
side.”

Light side : boasting a month-busting 35 days of 
power reserve, Balthazar’s clockwork displays “slow” 
jumping hours and trailing minutes via two discs on 
the chest, while the power reserve indicator is located 
on his belly. His red eyes, which continually scan 
the surroundings, are actually 20-second retrograde 
displays.

Dark side : rotate his torso 180 degrees and the 
absolute nature of Balthazar’s darkness is revealed 
by the cold hard skull with menacing teeth and 
deep-set ruby-red eyes. But it’s not all threat here as 
Balthazar’s chest also contains a dual hemisphere 
moon phase.

Moving higher still to Balthazar’s “brain” under the 
polished glass dome, we find the precision regulator 
of the clockwork. 

Finally Balthazar does more than display horological 
events : as well as rotating around the hips, his 
arms articulate at both the shoulders and the elbows, 
and his hands can clasp and hold objects.

1



DISPLAYS
Slow jumping hours and sweeping minutes : 
twin discs on the chest display hours and minutes.
Retrograde second display in eyes : 
red “pupils” in each eye scan over 20-second 
intervals and indicate seconds. 
Power reserve indicator : dial on the belly 
providing intuitive view of remaining energy.
Dual hemisphere moon phase indicator 
on the dark side chest.

MOVEMENT
L’Epée in-house designed and manufactured 
movement.
Incabloc shock protection system.
Power reserve : 35 days.
Balance frequency : 18,000 bph / 2.5 Hz.
405 components and 62 jewels.
Manual-winding : a double socket key 
integrated into the shield sets time and winds 
movement.

DIMENSIONS AND WEIGHT
Dimensions : 394 tall x 238.2 wide (depending 
on position of the arms) x 124 mm (boot size).
Weight : 8.2 kg.

HIPS
Rotate on precision ball bearings with spring 
click to indicate and hold at resting positions.
Balthazar's centre of gravity is low around 
the hips to minimise any risk of being knocked 
over.

SHOULDERS / ARMS
Pivot at arms / shoulders, rotation at the 
elbows, pivot lower arms with spring locking 
system. 
On each hand, two fingers cross into 
the other three so that the hands can clasp.

1. BALTHAZAR SILVER
Palladium-plated brass, stainless steel, 
bronze and glass
Silver breast and shoulder pads
Limited edition of 50 pieces 

2. BALTHAZAR BLUE
Palladium-plated brass, stainless steel, 
bronze and glass
Blue breast and shoulder pads
Limited edition of 50 pieces

3. BALTHAZAR BLACK
Palladium-plated brass, stainless steel, 
bronze and glass
Black breast and shoulder pads
Limited edition of 50 pieces

4. BALTHAZAR GREEN
Palladium-plated brass, stainless steel, 
bronze and glass
Green breast and shoulder pads
Limited edition of 50 pieces
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SHERMAN

MB&F + L’EPEE 1839

Sherman’s a cute little robot, but to be frank, he 
doesn’t do very much. In fact, he does just two things, 
but both extremely well : Sherman tells the time. 
And Sherman makes people smile, which is probably 
the world’s most useful and (emotionally) valuable 
complication.

Conceived by MB&F, Sherman is the result 
of Maximilian Büsser’s on-going quest to revisit his 
childhood, during which he hankered for a robot 
friend. Sherman’s mechanics are based on a L’Epée 
1839 in-line eight-day movement, which ensures 
that the friendly tank-treaded table clock can display 
the correct time on his chest for more than a week 
before requiring rewinding.

Sherman’s mainspring barrel bridge supports his 
tracks, movement spacers act as shoulders, and his 
eyes are bolt heads supporting the regulator. The 
movement plates and bridges make up the skeleton 
and body of the robot. The transparent dome reveals 
his mechanical brain : the regulator controlling the 
precision of the robot’s time. Sherman’s arms can be 
manipulated into nearly any configuration, and his 
hands can be used to hold items. And while Sherman 
doesn’t walk, his rubber caterpillar tracks are fully 
functional and, with a little help from a friend, he can 
roll over the rugged terrain of a typical office desk.



DISPLAY
Hours and minutes displayed 
on Sherman’s chest.

MOVEMENT
L’Epée in-line eight-day movement, 
designed and manufactured in house.
Incabloc shock protection system.
Power reserve : 8 days.
Balance frequency : 18,000 bph / 2.5 Hz.
148 components and 17 jewels.

BODY / FRAME
Options : palladium-plated ; gold-plated 
or gem-set with 477 high quality VVS 
diamonds around the eyes, hour markers 
and head.

DIMENSIONS AND WEIGHT
Dimensions : 143 (tall) x 
109 (wide) x 80 (deep) mm.
Weight : 0.9 kg.

1. SHERMAN PALLADIUM
Palladium-plated
Limited edition of 200 pieces

2. SHERMAN GOLD
Gold-plated
Limited edition of 200 pieces

3. SHERMAN DIAMONDS
Gold or palladium plated with diamonds
Limited edition of 50 pieces
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ARACHNOPHOBIA

MB&F + L’EPEE 1839

Designed by MB&F, Arachnophobia is as extreme as 
they come... but the eye-catching three-dimensional 
sculpture is also an impeccably finished clock engi-
neered and manufactured by L’Epée 1839.

The spider’s body is outfitted with a black dome with 
white numerals depicting the hours and minutes. 
The head houses the regulator with its oscillating bal-
ance wheel (and a set of jaws in case it gets peckish 
at night), while the other end contains the mainspring 
barrel, which powers the movement.

The eight legs are connected to the clock “body” 
by ball-and-socket joints. By rotating them the legs 
can be made to go flat, turning them around 
again allows them to stand up high. The front legs 
can also be made to go flat while the six others 
maintain the standing position (warning : this position 
looks a little menacing). And like any spider, the 
clock can also be installed on the wall thanks to an 
ingenious mounting system.



DISPLAY
Hours and minutes : curved hands rotate to 
indicate hours and minutes on a polished, central 
dome featuring MB&F’s signature numerals.

MOVEMENT
L’Epée in-house designed and manufactured 
movement. 
Incabloc shock protection system.
Mechanism in palladium-plated brass or 
gold-plated brass.
Winding : key winding and time setting on 
underside of clock.
Movement finishing : includes Côtes de Genève, 
anglage, polishing, sand-blasting, circular and 
vertical satin finishing.
Power reserve of 8 days.
Balance frequency : 18,000 bph / 2.5 Hz. 
218 components and 11 jewels.

DIMENSIONS AND WEIGHT
Height (legs extended) : 203 mm.
Clock diameter (legs flat) : 405 mm.
Movement dimensions : 75.3 x 134.9 x 63.8 mm.
Weight : gold-plated version 1.96 kg ; 
black version 0.98 kg.
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1. ARACHNOPHOBIA BLACK
Palladium-plated brass
Limited edition 

2. ARACHNOPHOBIA GOLD
18 k yellow gold plated brass
Limited edition

1



THE FRIENDS

The Swiss watch industry has an understandable, but totally unfair, culture of brands externally 
sourcing expertise while claiming to have produced everything ‘in-house’. So when Maximilian Büsser, 
then CEO of Harry Winston Timepieces, launched the Opus series prominently promoting the 
independent watchmaker responsible for each Opus, it upset the status quo. It also taught Büsser 
the enormous power and personal satisfaction generated by crediting talented individuals 
for their work. When he created MB&F − Maximilian Büsser & Friends − recognising the individuals 
involved in each project was not just a key element, it was essential and completely integral to 
everything the brand does.

MB&F is probably the only high-end watch brand, if not the only luxury brand, which is so openly 
transparent regarding their partners and collaborators. Each horological adventure − and 
each is indeed an adventure ! − is a close collaboration with a team of highly talented professionals − 
Friends − with the specific skills needed for each project. The Friends’ skills include product 
design, case and movement manufacture, finishing, logistics, photography and communication, 
to name but a few.

What’s the purpose of an adventure, if you can’t share it with friends ?

AFTERWORD
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